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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1. A method of searching for a media recognition site, 
employed for a media data recognition system that includes a 
media recognition server for recognizing media data and a user 

5 terminal connected to the media recognition server through a 
network, the method comprising the steps of: 

creating, at the user terminal, a first media feature 
value to be assumed as a reference for searching for a media 
recognition site according to sample data stored beforehand; 
10 transmitting, at the user terminal, the sample. data 

stored beforehand to the media recognition server; 

recognizing and processing, at the media recognition 
server, the sample data transmitted from the user terminal; 

transmitting, at the media recognition server, a second 
15 media feature value that is a result of the recognition by the 
media data recognition server to the user terminal; 

comparing, at the user terminal , the second media feature 
value transmitted from the media data recognition server with 
the first feature value created therein; and 
20 selecting, at the user terminal, a media recognition 

site according to a result of the comparison so as to request 
the selected site to recognize media data which the user terminal 
has . 

2. The method according to claim 1, further comprising 
25 steps of: 

requesting, at the user terminal, the selected media 
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recognition site to recognize and process the media data which 
the user terminal has; and 

transmitting , at the user terminal , the media data which 
the user terminal has to the media recognition s ite when receiving 
5 information for denoting acceptance of the request from the 
selected media recognition site. 

3. The method according to claim 1, further comprising 

steps of : 

transmitting, at the user terminal, a recognition 
10 processing type of the sample data to the media data recognition 
server , 

selecting, at the media recognition server, a search 
condition input tool corresponding to the recognition 
processing type transmitted from the user terminal and 
15 transmitting the selected search condition input tool to the 
user terminal; and 

creating, at the user terminal, the first media feature 
value with use of the transmitted search condition input tool. 

4. The method according to claim 1, further comprising 
20 steps of: 

specifying, at the user terminal, a search condition 
including both input data type and output data type of the media 
recognition site to be searched; and 

transmitting, at the user terminal , the specif ied search 
25 condition together with the sample data to the media recognition 
server . 
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5. The method according to claim 4, further comprising 
steps of : 

receiving, at the user terminal , the second media feature 
value from a media recognition server that manages a media 
recognition site matching with the search condition. 

6. The method according to claim 5, further comprising 
steps of : 

receiving, at the user terminal, an identifier for 
identifying the media recognition site that matches with the 
search condition together with the second media feature value. 

7. A media recognition site searching system searching 
for a media recognition site that recognizes media data that 
matches with a user's request, the system comprising: 

a user terminal provided with a search condition input 
tool execution unit creating a first media feature value to 
be assumed as a reference for searching for the media recognition 
site with use of sample data stored beforehand, a storage unit 
storing the created first media feature value , and a transmission 
unit transmitting the sample data stored beforehand; and 

a media recognition server provided with a media 
recognition unit recognizing and processing sample data 
transmitted from the user terminal and a transmission unit 
transmitting a second media feature value that is a result of 
the recognition processing to the user terminal; 

wherein the user terminal compares the second media 
feature value transmitted from the media recognition server 
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with the stored first media feature value to select a media 
recognition site to be requested for recognition processing 
of media data. 

8. The system according to claim 7, wherein 

5 the storage unit of the user terminal stores media data 

to be recognized, 

the transmission unit of the user terminal transmits 
a request for recognition of the stored media data to the media 
recognition site selected as the result of the comparison, and 
10 the transmission unit of the user terminal transmits 

the stored media data to the media recognition site when in 
receiving information for denoting acceptance of the 
recognition request from the media recognition site. 

9 . The system according to claim 7 , wherein 

15 the user terminal further includes a display unit 

displaying a screen for selecting a recognition type used to 
recognize the sample data stored beforehand, 

the transmission unit of the user terminal transmits 
recognition type information selected on the screen to the media 

20 recognition server, 

the transmission unit of the media recognition server 
transmits a search condition input tool corresponding to the 
recognition type information received from the user terminal 
to the user terminal, and 

25 the user terminal creates the first media feature value 

with use of the received search condition input tool. 
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10. A method of searching for a media recognition site 
that searches for a media recognition site that recognizes 
mediate data that matches with a user's request, the method 
comprising the steps of: 
5 accepting a selected recognition type for recognizing 

sample data stored beforehand; 

downloading a search condition input tool corresponding 
to the selected recognition type information; 

creating a first media feature value to be assumed as 
10 a reference for recognizing and processing media data with use 
of the downloaded search condition input tool and according 
to the sample data stored beforehand; 

creating a search condition of the media recognition 
site according to the created first media feature value; 
15 transmitting the created search condition and the sample 

data to the media recognition site that recognizes media data; 

checking whether or not the recognition processing 
executed at the media recognition site matches with the search 
condition ; 

20 recognizing and processing the received sample data if 

the recognition processing matches with the search condition 

as a result of the check; 

transmitting a secondmedia feature value that is a result 

of the recognition processing and an identifier of the media 
25 recognition site that has recognized and processed the media 

data ; 
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comparing the second media feature value with the first 
media feature value; and 

searching for a media recognition site to be requested 
for recognition processing of media data according to the result 
5 of the comparison. 

11. A computer program to be executed by a media data 
recognition system provided with a media recognition server 
for recognizing media data and a user terminal connected to 
the media recognition server through a network, the computer 

10 program for causing the media data recognition system to perform 
the steps of: 

creating a first media feature value to be assumed as 
a reference for searching for a media recognition site according 
to sample data stored beforehand; 
15 recognizing and processing the sample data stored 

beforehand ; 

comparing a second media feature value that is a result 
of the recognition with the created first media feature value; 
and 

20 selecting the media recognition site to be request for 

recognition of media data which the user terminal has according 
to the result of the comparison. 

12. The computer program according to claim 11, further 
to perform the steps of : 

25 requesting the selected media recognition site for 

recognition of the media data which the user terminal has; and 
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transmitting the media data which the user terminal has 
to the media recognition site upon receiving of information 
for denoting acceptance of the request from the selected media 
recognition site. 

13. The computer program according to claim 11, further 
to perform the steps of: 

accepting a selected recognition type of the sample data ; 

and 

creating the first media feature value with use of a 
search condition input tool corresponding to the selected 
recognition type. 

14. The computer program according to claim 11, further 
to perform the steps of: 

specifying a search condition including both input data 
type and output data type of the media recognition site to be 
searched; and 

transmitting the specified search condition and the 
sample data to the media recognition server. 

15. The computer program according to claim 14, further 
to perform the step of 

receiving the second media feature value from the media 
recognition server that manages the media recognition site that 
matches with the search condition. 

16. The computer program according to claim 15, further 
to perform the step of 

receiving an identifier for identifying a media 
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recognition site that matches with the search condition together 
with the second media feature value. 

17. A user terminal used in a media recognition site 
searching system for searching for a media recognition site 
that recognizes media data that matches with a user's request, 
the user terminal comprising: 

storage means for storing sample data to be recognized 

and media data; 

media feature value creating means for creating a first 
media feature value to be assumed as a reference for recognizing 
the stored media data according to the stored sample data with 
use of a search condition input tool corresponding to a 
recognition type for recognizing the stored sample data; 

transmitting/receiving means for transmitting a search 
condition of the media recognition site created according to 
the created first media feature value together with the sample 
data to the media recognition site recognizing the media data; 

media feature value comparing means for comparing a second 
media feature value that is a result of the recognition proces s ing 
of the sample data executed by the media recognition site with 
the first media feature value; and 

controlling means for selecting themedia recognition site 
to be requested for recognition processing of the stored media 
data according to a result of the comparison. 

18. The user terminal according to claim 17, further 
comprising 
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displaying means for displaying information for denoting 
acceptance of the selected recognition type used to recognize 
and process the stored sample data, 

wherein the controlling means downloads a search condition 
input tool corresponding to the selected recognition type, and 

the media feature value creating means creates the first 
media feature value with use of the downloaded search condition 
input tool. 

19. The user terminal according to claim 17, 
wherein the transmitting/receiving means receives the 

result of the recognition processing from the media recognition 
site capable of recognizing and processing the sample data. 

20. The user terminal according to claim 19, 
wherein the transmitting/ receiving means receives an 

identifier of the media recognition site that has executed the 
recognition processing with the result of the recognition 
process ing . 



